
AP Latin: Caesar and Vergil 

 

 

Course Description 

AP Latin is designed to provide students with a rich Latin course equivalent to a 4
th

 or 5
th

 

semester Latin course at the university level. Students successfully completing the course will be 

able to read, understand, translate, and analyze both Latin poetry and prose by authentic authors. 

The syllabus is required to include readings from both poetry and prose in order to help students 

to confidently handle the material. Students will demonstrate their understanding through literal 

translations, reading and comprehension of sight passages, and through the composition of 

written analyses demonstrating a critical understanding of Latin literature. Students will also 

demonstrate a whole thematic and historical understanding through reading and understanding 

the remaining prose and poetry in English translation.  

 The aim of the course is to develop students' abilities to translate and analyze specific 

readings from Caesar's de bello Gallico and Vergil's Aeneid and to recognize the language 

choices of the authors. Students will also learn how Vergil used dactylic hexameter in the 

composition of his epic poem.  

 

Course Goals 

Students who successfully complete the course will demonstrate competency in two main areas 

of learning objectives: 

 1. Reading comprehension and Translation 

 2. Textual analysis (contextualization and analysis of texts) 

  

Reading Comprehension and Translation 

For these learning objectives, students must: 

1. Have an extensive familiarity with Latin vocabulary pertinent to the texts studied 

2. Develop mastery of grammatical forms, syntactic structures, and terminology [CR 8] 

3. Acquire the ability to scan dactylic hexameter in reading Latin epic poetry [CR 7] 

4. Identify the stylistic features of the texts [CR 8] 

5. Have knowledge of cultural context which shape meaning of the texts [CR3] [CR 9] 

6. Translate, as literally as possible, to demonstrate accurate knowledge of the Latin in the texts 

[CR 2] 
 

In order to demonstrate these objectives, students will: 

1. Translate on a daily basis as literally as possible the 1024 lines of Vergil's Aeneid and the 52 

chapters of Caesar's de bello Gallico as identified by the College Board's AP Latin Curriculum 

Framework through the use of vocabulary, morphology, grammar and syntax. [CR2] [CR3] 

2. Read Latin literature at sight from a wide variety of authors like Cicero, Pliny, Nepos, and 

Ovid. Selections are chosen by the teacher and will be used to compement themes on Vergil and 

Caesar's writings. Sight passage readings will take place at least once every other week. [CR 5] 

3. Come to learn thoroughly the terminology applied to grammatical terms as specified in the AP 

Latin Curriculum Framework. [CR 8] 

4. Come to learn thoroughly the terminology applied to rhetorical figures as specified in the AP 

Latin Curriculum Framework. [CR 8] 

 



Textual Analysis 

For these learning objectives, students must: 

1. Have knowledge of influential people and key historical events, Roman political ideas, Roman 

cultural pratices and perspectives, Greco-Roman mythology and legend, and the authors and 

conventions of Latin literature. 

2. Through the forms of essays and discussions, express a critical and reflective reading of the 

Latin texts. 

 

In order to demonstrate these objectives, students will: 

1. Understand the epic genre in Latin literature through the reading of Vergil's Aeneid and its 

literary conventions while also applying a working knowledge of Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, its 

characters and legends, to demonstrate understanding of the Latin texts. Students will read a 

summary and analysis of Homer's Iliad and Odyssey and will write a short essay comparing 

themes, characters and legends between Homer's and Virgil's epic poems as part of their summer 

reading assignment. [CR 9] [CR 10] 

2. Know the historical framework around the Aeneid including the impact of the Punic Wars, the 

effects of the civil wars and conflicts of the 1
st
 Century B.C., and the collective fear of Cleopatra, 

Marc Antony, and the Battle of Actium along with the rise of Augustus. [CR 9] 

3. Discuss the political and social applications of Roman patronage in particular that of 

Maecenas and Vergil, and the uses of Roman cultural practices to inform an analysis of the Latin 

texts. [CR 9] 

4. Be able to discuss the literary, cultural, and artistic values of the Aeneid and de bello Gallico 

through the expression of coherent thought in essays and discussions. [CR 9] 

5. Know the political situations of the late Republic and the application of Roman political 

theories as they relate to the Latin texts. Students will read a summary of the political situation of 

the late Roman republic and will write a short essay that characterizes the leadership of Julius 

Caesar and the Roman values he espouses. [CR 9] [CR 10] 

6. Know the background and key figures involved in the Gallic Wars, the organization of the 

Roman military, its practices and customs, and the various customs and practices of the tribes of 

Gaul and Britain as they inform an analysis of the Latin texts. [CR 9] 

 

Terminology [CR 8] 

Literary Style 

 alliteration  

 anaphora 

 apostrophe 

 asyndeton 

 chiasmus 

 enjambment 

 hyperbaton 

 hyperbole 

 litotes 

 metaphor 

 metonymy 

 onomatopoeia 

 personification 

 polysyndeton 

 rhetorical question 

 simile 

 synchesis 

 tmesis

 

 

 

 



Grammar and Syntax 

 modifies, complements, is dependent on, antecedent 

 gerundive, gerund, supine 

 fearing clause, result clause, purpose clause, relative clause, relative clause of 

characteristic, relative clause of purpose 

 indirect statement, indirect question, indirect command 

 conditionals 

 mood, imperative, hortatory or jussive subjunctive 

 passive periphrastic, deponent 

 partitive genitive, genitive with impersonal verb, genitive with adjective, genitive with 

verb of remembering (forgetting) 

 dative of possession, dative of purpose, dative with compound verb, dative of agent, 

dative of reference, dative with special verbs 

 accusative of duration of time, accusative of respect 

 ablative, ablative absolute, ablative of separation, ablative of comparison, ablative of 

specification, ablative of cause, ablative of description, ablative of degree of difference, 

ablative with special verbs, ablative of time when, ablative of time within which 

 vocative 

 

Summer Reading 

 Students will read the Gallic War and the Aeneid in English translation during the 

summer before the course begins and answer comprehension questions as context for the 

Latin readings in the course. [CR 4] 

 Students will also read a summary and analysis of Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, and will 

write a short essay comparing themes, characters and legends between Homer's and 

Virgil's epic poems. [CR 9] [CR 10] 

 Students will read a summary of the political situation of the late Roman republic and 

will write a short essay that characterizes the leadership of Julius Caesar and the Roman 

values he espouses. [CR 4] [CR 9] [CR 10] 

 de bello Gallico books 1, 6, 7 and Aeneid books 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 12 will be re-read during the 

course of the year) [CR 4] 

 

Student Preparations at Home 
Outside of class, students will be required to do several things in order to be prepared for class. 

Vocabulary: Students will be expected to prepare a vocabulary list of any unknown words that 

occur in the text. Upkeep of vocabulary may consist of flash cards or other means. 

Translation: On a daily basis, students will be expected to prepare a literal translation of the 

assigned passage for the next class. [CR2] [CR3] 

Grammatical Review: On a daily basis, students will be asked to review/identify grammatical 

forms and literary terms for class discussion, based on the passage being discussed. [CR 8] 

Critical Review: Students will be assigned secondary sources of Latin texts in order to generate 

class discussions on the literary, historical, or cultural content. [CR 9] 

 

 

 

 



Classroom Procedures 
During class, time will be spent focused on applying the various skills and concepts learned 

throughout the course. Most of the activities will be centered on reading, comprehension and 

analysis of the Latin texts while also demonstrating good practices for applying context to the 

passages. [CR 3][CR 9] 

1. Vocabulary Review: On a daily basis, students will be asked to demonstrate their 

understanding of Latin vocabulary through various means such as quizzes or sight translations 

consisting of similar vocabulary throughout the year. 

2. Comprehension Review: Before reviewing the prepared passage for the day, students will 

review the previous day's passage for comprehension. [CR 3] 

3. Review Prepared Passage: On a daily basis, students will be expected to each take turns 

reading aloud a few lines of a given passage in Latin and translate into good, literal English. 

Students will be assessed based on familiarity with vocabulary, grammar, and fluidity of 

translation.  [CR 2] [CR 3][CR 6] 

4. Sight Translation: At least once every other week there will be a day devoted to sight-reading 

practice. Students will be expected to each take turns reading aloud a few lines of a given 

passage and make attempts to translate into good, literal English. [CR 3][CR 5] [CR 6] 

5. Discussion: On a daily basis, students will be expected to have ongoing discussions of 

assigned readings which may provide context and deeper understanding of the studied Latin texts 

and the required English readings. Students will also be expected to discuss various aspects of 

the passage such as thematic concerns, literary genre and style, Roman values and culture as well 

as grammatical and literary devices. [CR 3] [CR 8] [CR 9] 

6. Essays: Using the provided AP Essential Questions as a guide, students will be expected to 

write essays which require the students to interpret and analyze required Latin and English 

passages to support their responses. At least two essays will be assigned during each quarter 

throughout the course. Additionally, an essay will be part of each test and exam as part of the 

course. [CR 3][CR 9] [CR 10] 

7. Scansion: Students will be required to practice scansion of dactylic hexameter on required and 

unseen Latin passages at least once per week. [CR 7] 

8. Note Taking: On a daily basis, students are expected to take notes on commentary of the Latin 

texts discussed in class, focusing on literary interpretation, historical significance, or stylistic and 

grammatic devices. [CR 8] [CR 9] [CR 10] 

9. Tests: After each book unit is read and discussed in class, there will be a test on that book, 

amounting to eight tests throughout the course. Tests will include literal translation, scansion, 

essays and questions on grammar and literary features. [CR 2] [CR 3] [CR 7] [CR 8] [CR 9] 

[CR 10] 

 

Course Outline [CR 1] [CR2] [CR 4] [CR 8] [CR 9] 

 

Summer – Read English translation of Aeneid and de bello Gallico and answer comprehension 

questions. Read summaries of Iliad, Odyssey, and political situation of the late Roman republic. 

Write two short essays. Essay#1 is a comparison of the themes, characters and legends between 

Iliad / Odyssey  and Aeneid.  Essay #2 is a characterization of the leadership of Julius Caesar and 

the Roman values he espouses. (de bello Gallico books 1, 6, 7 and Aeneid books 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 12 

will be re-read during the course of the year) [CR 4] [CR 9] 

 



Quarter 1(1
st
 nine weeks): Caesar de bello Gallico – Books 1, 4; re-read Gallic Wars book 1 in 

English translation.  

 Weeks 1-2. Read background information about the life and career of Julius Caesar, and 

the political situation of the late Roman republic. Re-read and discuss Gallic Wars, book 

1 in English translation. [CR 4] [CR 9] Review of grammar and syntax. [CR 8]  

 Week 3. Read de bello Gallico I: Chapters 1-3 and Essay assignment 

 Week 4. Read de bello Gallico I: Chapters 4-6 

 Week 5. Read de bello Gallico I. Chapter 7 and Test Book I 

 Week 6. Read de bello Gallico IV. Chapters 24-26 

 Week 7. Read de bello Gallico IV. Chapters 27-30 and Essay assignment 

 Week 8. Read de bello Gallico IV. Chapters 31-34 

 Week 9. Read de bello Gallico IV. Chapters 35-36 (1
st
 sentence) and Test Book IV 

 

Quarter 2 (2
nd

 nine weeks): Caesar – Books 5, 6; Re-read and discuss Gallic Wars, books 6 and 7 

in English translation. [CR 4] [CR 9] 

 Week 1. Read de bello Gallico V: Chapters 24-29 

 Week 2. Read de bello Gallico V: Chapters 30-35 

 Week 3. Read de bello Gallico V: Chapters 36-41 and Essay assignment 

 Week 4. Read de bello Gallico V: Chapters 42-48 

 Week 5. Test Book V and Read de bello Gallico VI: Chapter 13. Re-read and discuss 

Gallic Wars, book 6 in English translation. [CR 4] [CR 9] 

 Week 6. Read de bello Gallico VI: Chapters 14-15 

 Week 7. Read de bello Gallico VI: Chapters 16-17 and Essay assignment 

 Week 8. Read de bello Gallico VI: Chapters 18-19 

 Week 9. Read de bello Gallico VI Chapter 20 and Test Book VI. Re-read and discuss 

Gallic Wars, book 7 in English translation. [CR 4] [CR 9] 

 Week 10: Midterm Exam on de bello Gallico, Books I, IV, V, and VI 

 

Quarter 3 (3
rd

 nine weeks): Vergil – Books 1, 2; Re-read and discuss Aeneid, books 1 and 2 in 

English translation. [CR 4] [CR 9] 

 Week 1. Background Vergil, Aeneid, Greek epic influence of Iliad and Odyssey, 

Augustus, end of the Roman Republic and beginning of empire, civil. Re-read Aeneid 

book 1 in English translation. [CR 4] [CR 9] Read Aeneid I: lines 1-60 

 Week 2. Read Aeneid I: lines 61-120 

 Week 3. Read Aeneid I: lines 121-181 and Essay assignment 

 Week 4. Read Aeneid I: lines 182-209, 418-440 

 Week 5. Read Aeneid I: lines 494-578 

 Week 6. Test on Aeneid I. Re-read and discuss Aeneid book 2 in English translation. [CR 

4] [CR 9] Read Aeneid II: lines 40-56, 201-249 

 Week 7. Read Aeneid II: lines 268-297, 559-589 and Essay assignment 

 Week 8. Read Aeneid II: 590-620 and Review 

 Week 9. Test on Aeneid II 

 

 

 



Quarter 4 (4
th

 nine weeks): Vergil – Books 4, 6; Re-read and discuss Aeneid , books 4, 6, 8, 12 in 

English translation. [CR 4] [CR 9] 

 Week 1. Re-read and Discuss Aeneid, book 4 in English translation. [CR 4] [CR 9] Read 

Aeneid IV:160-218 

 Week 2. Read Aeneid IV: lines 259-309 

 Week 3. Read Aeneid IV: lines 310-361 and Essay assignment 

 Week 4. Read Aeneid IV: lines 659-705 

 Week 5. Test on Aeneid IV. Re-read and discuss Aeneid, book 6 in English translation. 

[CR 4] [CR 9] 
 Week 6. Read Aeneid VI: lines 295-332, 384-425 

 Week 7. Read Aeneid VI: lines 450-476, 847-877 and Essay assignment 

 Week 8. Read Aeneid VI: lines 878-899 and Test Aeneid VI 

 Week 9. Re-read and discuss Aeneid, books 8 and 12. [CR 4] [CR 9] Take practice exam 

on de bello Gallico, Books I, IV, V, and VI and Aeneid, Books I, II, IV, and VI 

 Week 10. Final Exam on Aeneid, Books I, II, IV and VI 

 

Additional Sight Readings will be given periodically through the course. These will take place at 

least one day every two weeks. [CR 5] 

Grading Categories 
1. Tests = 30% 

2. Quizzes = 30% 

3. Discussion and Responses = 20% 

4. Classword and Translation = 20% 

 

Academic Dishonesty 
Instances of Academic Dishonesty will be dealt with as outlined in the Student Handbook. Examples include, 

but are not limited to: 

 Copying a translation (from a peer, from a book, from the internet) 

 Changing a few words of a translation while reviewing in class 

 Submitting or presenting another person's work as your own 

 Gaining an unfair advantage 

 

Required Readings  
Latin Readings 

Vergil, Aeneid 

 Book 1: Lines 1-209, 418-440, 494-758 

 Book 2: Lines 40-56, 201-249, 268-297, 559-620 

 Book 4: Lines 160-218, 259-361, 659-705 

 Book 6: Lines 295-332, 384-425, 450-476, 847-899 

Caesar, de bello Gallico 

 Book 1: Chapters 1-7 

 Book 4: Chapters 24-35 and the first sentence of Ch. 36 

 Book 5: Chapters 24-48 

 Book 6: Chapters 13-20 

 



English Readings:  

Vergil, Aeneid – Books 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 12  

Caesar, de bello Gallico – Books 1, 6, 7 

 

Selected Passages for Sight Readings: 

At least once every other week there will be a day devoted to sight-reading. Sight reading selections will be 

taken from the following authors as well as non-syllabus writings from Vergil and Caesar:  Livy, Pliny the 

Younger, Nepos, Ovid. [CR 5] 

 

Required Texts 

Bradley, Katherine, and Barbara Weiden Boyd. A Vergil Workbook, 2
nd

 edition.   

Bolchazy-Carducii Publishers, Inc. 2012. 

 

Edwards, H.J., trans. Julius Caesar: The Gallic War. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Dover publications, Inc. 2006. 

 

Mandelbaum, Allen, trans.  The Aeneid of Vergil.  New York: Bantam Dell, 2004. 

 

Mueller, Hans-Friedrich Mueller, Caesar:  Selections from his Commentarii De Bello  

Gallico. Mundelein, Illinois: Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, 2013. 

 

Pharr, Clyde, Vergil's Aeneid. Wauconda, Illinois: Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.,  1998.  

 

Williams, Rose, and Debra L. Nousek. A Caesar Workbook.  Mundelein, Illinois:  

Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc., 2012. 

 

 

 

Student Committment 

I have read the above AP Latin syllabus and understand my role as an active learner in fulfilling the 

expectations of this course: 

 

 

               

Student Signature        Date 

 

 



Addendum 

AP Grading Scale 
5 = Extremely Well Qualified 

4 = Well Qualified 

3 = Qualified 

2 = Possibly Qualified 

1 = No Recommendation 

 

 

 

Standard Grading Scale 

PERCENTAGE GRADE AP 

100-97 A 5 

96-90 A 4 

89-80 B 3 

79-70 C 2 

69-60 D 1 

59-0 F 0 

 

AP Exam Format 
The AP exam consists of two sections and requires students to be able to translate Latin into English as literally 

as possible to demonstrate understanding of the nuances of the language. Students are also expected to have 

read both representative works in English translation in order to provide historical context. The format of the 

AP exam is as follows: 

 

SECTION # OF QUESTIONS PERCENTAGE TIME 

Section I: Multiple 

Choice 

50 50% 60 minutes 

Syllabus:  

Vergil 

 

Approximately 20 

questions 

 

 

 

50% 

 

 

 

60 minutes 
Syllabus:  

Caesar 

Sight:  

Poetry 

 

Approximately 30 

questions Sight:  

Prose 

Section II: Free 

Response 

 50% 120 minutes 

Translation:  

Vergil 

1 passage 7.5% Suggested: 

15 minutes 

Translation: 

Caesar 

1 passage 7.5% Suggested: 

15 minutes 

Analytical 

Essay 

1 prompt 20% Suggested: 

45 minutes 

Short Answer: 

Vergil 

5-7 questions  

15% 

Suggested: 

15 minutes 

Short Answer: 

Caesar 

5-7 questions Suggested:  

15 minutes 

 


